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NEW YORK - Three vears
azo, a Texas-hbazed writer for
a national weekly magazine
received an assignment from
an editor in New Yok to
write a story,

He zpent a couple of weeks
rescarching i, interviewing
those connected with it and
touring the subject arca. He
wrole the story and sent it to
New York, and a few weeks
later, he was paid for his la-
hors.

Buf (he story never was
prinfed, It was killed by high-
erups at 1he magazine,

'j'ho magazing was Sports
iy The story  was
abo 1| lhﬂ hi“ Thicket area of
East Texas - a =ource of a
birter dizpute belween con-
servationisls and the
aivd papor industyies

“The =story, (he wrifcr
firmed in a veecon(
was syimpathelic to the Big
Thirket and {to con-
servationizts' cfforts (o pro-
gorve as Miueh as possible of
what is It of what onco was
thres mitliap acves of virgin P
hardweod tumber, '

Thz resron the
killed, accerding (o veliable
sources, is that it focusert un-
wanted attention on the activ-
itics of Iastex Ine., a pulp
and }‘H}V‘l'i‘ nsavd  manuiac.
furing up\:(.t on near Silnben,

Rastex is owned wholly by

{imber

con-
inferview,

sfory was

"I’i'nf‘ ey, whiclt publishes
Sporis M 1""';‘”04 T, Fou-
tune dnd Money, Until lale

lst year,
Life.

Pzastex was  the  largest
zinzle money producer bt the
Time loc stable during s
last fisead year, having vield-
cd Se0 nillion in revenuces
Al 88 illion in earnings.
Those 1,:3‘0[1’13 helped keep the
firm’s sarging magazines
aflmng I*nnn\ iatly,

In addition to bheing a ma-
jor mone:
Ine., Fastex alzo iz o m“m
palluter of the water and wiv

it also published
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s officials
have strineently oppore:d of-
forts (o croate a Bic Thicket
Nafionat Pavic or, if ono is (o
l_m I.H?'\!(‘(i, fa limit =cverely
its =ize and localion.
As one {former senior editor
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of Jast Texas,

fromi Tifc magazine put if:

“LCastex 1\ the SKELETON
IN'THE TOME INC CLOS-
Er

Fyen at a time when Tine
and Life were atlacking other
major polluters in print for
failure to clean up the air and
water which they =oiled, cor-
perate officials at Time Inc.’s
posh Rockefeller Center  of-
fices here were going (o ex-
fremes to keep any mention
of Eastex Inc. out of print —
especiolly in (heir own publi- ¢
cations.

The impact of Time Inc, on
fast Texas in general and on
the Biz Thicket National
Park in particular is abont to
he increased many fold, and
{he firm's decisions and pol-
icies would make or break
any cffort to eslablish the
park.

Time Inc. is buving the oth-
er major pulp and
paperboard producer in kast
Texas — Temple Industries of
Diboell — for %1 3 million in a
merger. )

WHEN COMPLETED, the
mercer. will make Time Inc.
the lareest sincle landowner
in kst Texas with almost 1~
ORN.C0D acres. 1t also will be-
cone opne of the largest em-
plovers in the arca.

At the mouent, [astex Inc.
owns between 35 and 40 per
cent of the land which con-
corvationists sav should be in-
cluded in  the park and pre-

sorved. Temple  Industries
awns abour 5 per cent, bul

their merged heldings would
make Tiwme Tne. the lar
single landowner whose prop-
erty might be taken for a na-
tjional park.

Althoueh he is prohibited by

fest,

frderal resulation from «dis-
cuszing now  speciiic details

the meveer, hoard chairman
Andrew Heiskell left no doubtl

L".» ‘.‘.:I/ \Q“/@
the firm plans o continue me
mnhtm,ll\nw policies which
increased the net worth of
Fastex Inc. threefold {rom
the day it was acquired.
Tnterviewed recently in his

towering  34th  floor office
suite, Heigkell would say.
only that Thne Inc., through

its subsidiary, Lastex Ine.,
has {avored ostablishing &
Big Thicket National Park.

“\We realize thore is some-
lhm" to it Heiskell said,
“«{i'e have come out in favor
‘of one of tlie proposals, but I
don't recall which one.”

BUT HE ADDED: "The
question that jsn't clear in
my mind is: What is really

good and necesseary for the
areat’

He raized the gaestion of
who wonld benelil most from

the park — thaze living i the
imupediate area or the nation
as a4 whole, as in the case
with other national parks. e
expreszed douhl many  per-
cons would drive very {ar 1o
sce such a park with admit-
tedly limited scenic atirac-
tions.

The board chairman point-
od out also that pmoponnnlq of
a Bir Thicket National Park
cannoet agree on 1(:\ size or ils
oxact location. He suggested
hat if six niembers of Con-
gress were (o propose Big
Thicket legislation, there
would he six sizes and six lo-
cations given with each
named as “the’ ones.

Heiskell  stops  short  of
aprecing  with  Big  Thicket
park critics in ‘exas who
contend there is no such thing
as the thicket and that it real-
Iy is a “state of mind.

B VIS 10 as an el
sive' gquantity: tiUs A shift-
ino rarzet. (e all dep ends on
who is proposing what.”

Logislation 1o create the
park has rapeed  from the
n o wedise redite L .")h"l;(‘,ﬂ-;l('l‘c
oSeinge of P parls” concept to
an equally unrealistic 3 mil-

: GIA-RDP88-01314R000304180U0A i if o criti-

Alfhiourh he would not com-

miit )1imsolf ahout the Spccific
¢ive of a nark he favors, Hels-
noll waid he would oppese any

effert to make it 3 nillion
acres, )
“This doesn't mean that

I'm not in favor of a lot of
land down there being made
available to the public,” he
quickly added.

But he docs favor the
swapping of whatever Time
Inc. land is taken for the
pack in relurn for other fed-
erally owned lands in Ias
Texas — a position backed by

{her limber interests in
Texas,
HEISKELL STOUTLY de-

fends the operatlions of Last-
ey and its record on the envi-
ronment: “We are accused of
despoiling the arca and of
cutting down all those trees

.. but our people down
there have done a good job.

“And the Temple people
are considered responsible
people, too,” he added. “'In
fact, I'm told they are better
than we.” .

Reminded that Time Ine.
was aboul to  becore the
Iavgest landowner in Ioast
Texas, Heiskell guickly noted
its holdings would not he all
in one parcel bul weuld .he
“thousands of parcels suread
A1 over the “place. 1L isn't &
homoceneous land.”

In response to a  direct
guestion, Heixkel sail Time
ine. s board of divectors has
(armed  ne o specilic policy
abaut the Big ‘] hicket Nation-
al Park.,

Those decislons,
dicated, will contivue
et 1o the managers
Trexas operations as
have in the past,

INDICATIONS
hat Time Inc. will not alier
s unwritlen policies of nol
drawing public ateniion
throuelh ils own publicadions
to the aperidion of its Texas
culssidiaries — even fhough it

icizing other in-

he in-
to be
of its
they
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cizing the federal or state
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anvthing about it.

The former Life senior edi-
tor, interviewed at his home
near here, told The Houslon
Post that a top editor of the
magazine “hit the roof” when
Life ran a story about the
ivaory-billed woodpecker a
year ago.

The writer; said the former
editor, knew about Kastex
Inc. when he went to Kast
Texas to do a story on the
hunt for the bird, which is be-
lieved extinet, “but he didn't
know to whal extent Iastex
was involved,

CHEID OWAS SHOURED  at
what he saw,” the editor re-
lated.

One of the conclusions
reached in the story was that
the ivory-billed woodpecker,
which Heiskell refers to as
“that  never-seen-bird,”  be-
came extinet because its nat-
ural habitat and food supply
were destroved by clearing of
the land and cutting of tim-
ber.

One of the culprits named
in the story was Eastex, and
it was only alter considerable
constltafion with senior and
associate editors at Life that
the decision was made to
leave mention of Iasiex in
the story. The editors also in-
serfed a fooimote identifying
Lastex as a  subsidiary of
Time Ine., and the stery was
“locked’ into the magazine.

THE NEXT DAY, the top
editor returned {rom a busi-
ness {vip and learned of the
decision.

“He fold us, ‘You realize, of
coutse, that I'll now have to
call Eastex and apologize,”
said the former ediior.

Fastex’ reaction to the call,
he said, was ancer coupled
with the comment: *“Why are
you guys flaking a swing at
ns? We all belong to the same
stockholders.”
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